2025 REFLECTIONS FROM THE JUDGES:

VISITORS:

The top images were very tightly grouped.  In the end we decided that two images merited an honourable mention.  It should be mentioned that the next 10 images scored between 7 and 8, which are very high scores.  All scores were between 6.25 and 8.5.  Congratulations to all the participants.  
 
Except for the garden sculptures, photographing the “visitors” to our gardens means taking things as they come. Birds don’t pose, bees don’t wait, and the light changes when it pleases. That’s part of the challenge — and the charm — of this category. We were impressed by the patience and good humour shown in these images, and by the clear enjoyment of the gardens themselves.
 
Here are four ideas that stood out from the strongest photographs this year.
1. Be Ready for the Moment:  The best images caught a real moment of life — a bee about to land, a bird looking back, a raccoon peering out from the leaves.  These moments don’t last long, but they come to those who are still and observant. Take your time, take lots of frames, and trust that something good will happen if you watch carefully.
2. Seek Out for Gentle Light:  Go out into your garden and look around in the softer light — early morning, later afternoon, or on cloudy days.  That’s when colours are richer and details show beautifully. If you happen to see a visitor then, you’ll already have good light working in your favour. Even a bit of shade can make a big difference in bringing out natural colour and texture.
3. Watch the Background:  With animals and insects, you can’t always control where they land — but you can control where you stand.  Often, a tiny change of angle can cure what might otherwise be a distracting background. Look through the viewfinder or screen and check what’s behind your subject before you press the button. Clean, simple backgrounds make all the difference.
4. Let the Garden Be Part of the Story:  It’s easy to focus on the visitor and forget the setting, but this is a garden photography contest. The strongest images included hints of place — blossoms, textures, or foliage that made it clear the visitor belonged there.
5. Photographing sculpture:  A few photographers turned their lenses toward garden sculpture as their “visitor.” When doing so, think about how the artwork interacts with its surroundings. Use light, foliage, and viewpoint to make a photograph about the relationship between sculpture and garden, not just a record of the object itself. Reflections, shadows, and seasonal plantings can all help reveal that connection.
 
In Summary:
The images we admired most showed patience, gentle light, thoughtful backgrounds, and a clear sense of the garden itself.  That combination turns ordinary moments into memorable photographs.


COLOUR:

The top images were very tightly grouped.  In the end we decided that two images merited an honourable mention.  It should be mentioned that the next 15 images scored between 7 and 8, which are very high scores.  The scores in this category ranged from 6.25 to 9.13.  Congratulations to all the participants.
 
As pink tends to be ubiquitous in gardens, it is easy to take it for granted.  Many photographers showed skilled sensitivity to tone and texture, while others discovered just how challenging this colour range can be. Strong pinks and reds are notoriously difficult to render well — the deep tones often “smear” or lose fine detail.  This shows especially in prints.  This is a significant challenge, even for very experienced photographers.  Quite a few images in this category, and the others, suffered from this “vivid pink” issue.  It can help to shoot in very soft light.  Sometimes all we can do is 
look for softer tones.
 
1. Sensitivity to colour and tone:   Where light and exposure were well judged, the pinks appeared luminous and alive rather than overpowering. In the best images, colour was used expressively but not excessively — greens, yellows, and neutral tones provided balance and breathing space. The less successful photographs tended to rely on intensity alone, which flattened the image and diminished the natural delicacy of the subject. 
2. Control of focus and depth of field:   A number of entrants demonstrated careful focus, isolating their subjects effectively and creating gentle transitions through the frame. In other cases, the focus fell slightly behind or ahead of the blossom, or the depth of field was too shallow, leaving key details soft. Taking time to place the point of focus precisely — often on the stamen or leading petal — can turn a pleasant image into a compelling one.  Shooting in a breeze makes achieving sharp focus in the garden very challenging.  If there is a breeze, come back another time.
3. Light as the decisive factor:  Light proved to be both friend and foe. Images made in soft or diffused light revealed subtle texture and believable colour; those taken in harsh sun tended to lose both. Garden photography depends as much on the quality of light as on the beauty of the bloom. Early morning, late afternoon, or overcast conditions will almost always be kinder to both photographer and flower. Embrace cloudy, misty days.
4. Moving beyond the single bloom:  A few photographers pushed beyond close studies to explore relationships — between flowers, light, and setting. These broader views or contextual vignettes often carried more narrative strength, showing the garden as a living space rather than a collection of specimens. This approach is more demanding, but it rewards patience and thought with images that celebrate the garden and gardener. 

VIEW: 

Again, there was a fairly tight grouping in the top range.  15 images scored 7 or more. Two images by the same artist tied for 2nd place.  Scores in this category ranged from 6.13 to 8.88.  Congratulations to all the participants.

1. Step back to show the garden’s story:   This category offered an opportunity to let your garden design senses shine.  A garden photograph works best when it feels like a place, not just a collection of plants. The strongest images included paths, walls, chairs, birdbaths, or ponds that hinted at how the garden is experienced.  Tip: Before pressing the shutter, ask, “What makes this my garden view?”  Include one or two elements that give scale, structure, or human connection.  Tip: Get some elevation to find your composition – a step stool or ladder can give you a fresh point of view.
Note:  While an image of a single plant was within the rules, the judges were somewhat disappointed at how few contestants took up the challenge of making images of more of the garden.
2. Watch the edges — they matter more than you think:   Many good compositions were weakened by clipped leaves, empty corners, or distractions along the edges.  Tip: After composing, run your eye around the frame before shooting. Move a few steps, reframe slightly, or crop later to simplify and let your main subject breathe.  After you shoot the image, look at the image on the screen of your camera or phone, and check for mess or distractions. 
3. Choose a clear focal point within the wider scene:   When photographing a whole garden, it’s easy for the viewer’s eye to get lost among many colours and shapes. The most successful images had a visual anchor — a stone pot, curve of a wall, or cluster of flowers that held attention.  Tip: Identify one area that leads the eye through or into the frame and build your composition around it.
4. Use depth and rhythm to guide the eye:   Good garden images often include layered foreground, midground, and background elements, giving the viewer a sense of being in the space. Tip: Try shooting from a higher or lower angle or slightly off to the side to look for those layers. Look for repeating lines or curves (paths, walls, borders) that naturally lead the viewer through the scene.
5. Celebrate mood as much as detail:   Some photographers captured a wonderful sense of atmosphere — quiet shade, evening glow, or early spring freshness — even when technical details weren’t perfect. Those images stood out for their emotional impact.  Tip: Think about what feeling drew you to the view and let that guide your framing and timing. A garden photograph isn’t only documentation — it’s an interpretation.
6. Light makes or breaks the garden image:   Many images were thoughtfully composed but shot in bright midday sun, which flattens textures and creates harsh shadows. Gardens reveal their depth and mood best in soft light — early morning, late afternoon, or on cloudy days. Gentle light keeps colours rich, shadows soft, and forms three-dimensional.  Tip: If you must shoot at midday, find shade or create your own shade — use an umbrella, a friend or anything else to block or diffuse some of the light.
In Summary:
Many of this year’s entries showed real courage and creativity in moving beyond close-ups to full garden scenes. With one notable exception, the best results combined careful structure with gentle light and a sense of place. Keep experimenting with viewpoint, simplify when needed, and remember that a good garden image doesn’t just show the garden — it lets us feel what it’s like to be there.

 
MACRO:

There was a very tight grouping in the top range.  24 images scored 7 or more.  The scores in this category ranged from 6.13 to 9.13.  Once again, congratulations to all the contestants.  
 
1. Fill the frame with intention:  Successful macro photographs often fill the frame entirely with the subject or its most interesting feature. This creates impact and eliminates distractions that can weaken the image.
2. Focus with precision:  At close range, depth of field is extremely shallow. It’s essential to ensure the focus is exactly on the most important part of your subject — the stamens, eyes of an insect, or the leading edge of a petal. Even slight softness can make an otherwise strong image feel unfocused.
3. Watch your light:  Soft, diffused light (from early morning, late day, or open shade) brings out texture and form without harsh shadows or blown highlights. Avoid strong midday sun unless you can create your own shade or use reflectors to balance the contrast.
 
In Summary:
Macro or closeup photography invites us to slow down and really look. When we do, we start to notice the small stories happening all around us — a bee exploring a blossom, a spider tucked beneath a leaf, or a single drop of water catching the light. It takes patience, but today’s cameras — even our phones — are remarkably good at capturing these moments. The more time we spend looking closely, the more we see just how much life and beauty live in the details.
 


 


